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Abstract

An international security conference explored how artificial intelligence (AlI) technologies for
drug discovery could be misused for de novo design of biochemical weapons. A thought

experiment evolved into a computational proof.

The Swiss Federal Institute for NBC-Protection—Spiez Laboratory—is part of the
‘convergence’ conference series* set up by the Swiss government to identify developments in
chemistry, biology and enabling technologies, which may have implications for the Chemical
and Biological Weapons Conventions. Meeting every two years, the conference brings
together an international group of scientific and disarmament experts to explore the current
state of the art in the chemical and biological fields and their trajectories, to think through
potential security implications, and to consider how these implications can most effectively
be managed internationally. The meeting convenes for three days of discussion on the
possibilities of harm, should the intent be there, from cutting edge chemical and biological
technologies. Our drug discovery company received an invitation to contribute a

presentation on how Al technologies for drug discovery could be potentially misused.
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